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Summary 

What is it?  The World map allows the display of either country level administrative unit 
boundaries or 1st-level boundaries (states or provinces). 
Country boundaries:  Nominal political boundaries are displayed, identifying 262 unique 
entities, including 192 independent states and 70 other areas of special interest, such as 
Antarctica, other dependencies or special sovereignties such as Hong Kong or Taiwan, 
and numerous bodies of water.  Each entity corresponds to those identified in the World 
Factbook (WFB).  (See definition of "entities" in World Factbook Guide.)  "Independent 
state" refers to a people politically organized into a sovereign state with a definite 
territory.  "Dependencies" and "areas of special sovereignty" refer to a broad category of 
political entities that are associated in some way with an independent state.  Note: East 
Timor has achieved independence from Indonesia.  The boundary location of each entity 
is derived from a variety of credible open sources, as described below.  Specific 
locations are consistent with published United Nations or US Government renditions.  
Disputed boundaries are noted below. 
1st-level boundaries:  Sub-national boundaries are displayed, identifying 3226 unique 
entities.  In most cases sub-national boundaries are 1st-level administrative units (states 
and provinces).  In some cases 2nd-level administrative units are displayed.  This 
temporary discrepancy will be rectified as new data sources are found for 1st-level units. 
As you move your cursor around on either of the maps - “Political Boundaries (national)” 
or “Political Boundaries (sub-national)” - a small text box near the cursor displays the 
population of the entity.  The gray status bars located just below the map display the 
name of the administrative unit, the population, and the geographic coordinates at the 
cursor position.   
Source of the TerraViva!® Map.  The World map is derived from many sources, 
rigorously researched in order to use best available sources for each country.  Many of 
the country and 1st-level boundaries are extracted from the LandScan data set produced 
by Oak Ridge National Laboratories (ORNL).  Newly published United Nations renditions 
were consulted.  When discrepancies were noted between ORNL, UN or WFB 
renditions, other sources were consulted.  Appendix A below, Sources Used for Political 
Boundaries, identifies other sources for 27 countries, organized alphabetically by country 
name.  The process is ongoing and new versions will be made available as better 
sources are identified and acquired.  All boundaries are derived from open sources or 
adapted from copyrighted sources in a manner to protect respective interests.  The 
TerraViva!® World map is copyrighted by ISCIENCES, L.L.C.  However, we impose no 
restriction for use of the data and it is available for reproduction to any user of 
TerraViva!® 



Why was LandScan Political Boundaries produced?  LandScan is a collection of 
databases used in the production of a raster population map of the world (GP2001).  
ORNL undertook this to improve accuracy and resolution of global population data 
available in grid form.  In order to produce the raster data, ORNL acquired data from 
various sources.  These censuses were generally reported by administrative unit.  Hence 
ORNL composed an administrative geography that corresponded to the reported census 
statistics. 
How was LandScan Political Boundaries constructed?  Various public and private 
sources were acquired by ORNL to produce an administrative geography needed to 
create GP2001.  For example, the coastlines were derived from the vector shoreline 
database from National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA).  Census counts were 
provided by the International Programs Center of the United States Bureau of the 
Census and represent the most recent census counts for all countries.  Administrative 
boundaries were identified country by country, some in digital form, others in map form.  
ORNL undertook the complex task of harmonizing these often disparate data sets to 
create a global geography in vector form.  The data were then rasterized to 30 arc-
seconds, thereby forming the basis for distribution of reported census on a raster image. 
How was the TerraViva!® Map derived from the source data?  ISCIENCES, L.L.C. 
acquired two files from ORNL.  One file described coastlines and national boundaries, 
and a second described sub-national units, but without coastlines (pfips-code grid).  We 
combined the pfips-code grid (to identify administrative boundaries) and the country grid 
(to identify coastlines) into 30 arc-second raster images.  Remote sensing data from the 
NOAA Advanced Very High Resolution Radiometer (AVHRR) and USGS land cover data 
were used to identify inland water bodies, which were then overlaid on the country 
boundary image.  Some sub-national boundaries that were missing from the ORNL data 
were drawn in, and numerous small islands were added based on data from the USGS 
land cover and the NOAA GLOBE data sets.  Once the ORNL based rendition was 
developed, UN and WFB renditions were compared.  In a number of cases discrepacies 
were noted.  We note that though significant efforts are underway at the United Nations 
to develop standardized and agreed upon administrative boundaries, that is a work in 
progress.  It is difficult to obtain accurate information for many countries, particularly 1st 
and 2nd level boundaries.  A detailed search of various sources including web sites, 
academic experts, consulates and others enabled improvement of a number of regions.  
While this process is ongoing, sources consulted to date are detailed in Sources Used 
for Politcal Boundaries below. 
Special note: Disputed Boundaries.  Displayed country boundaries are derived from 
publicly available sources as stated above.  Some nations are contesting locations of 
boundaries with their neighbors.  Therefore, displayed boundaries represent the best 
estimates from available sources.  Certain boundaries that have been contested in the 
past and may continue to be contested in the future are identified in the following figure.  
We recommend consulting World Factbook maps of each country and World Factbook 
Country Profiles that often annotate disputed or indefinite boundaries.  (To view World 
Factbook maps right-click on the country of interest.  To view World Factbook Country 
Profiles, set default database to World Factbook and left-click on country of interest; then 
select “Issues” tab from Country Profiles window.)  Additional information on disputed 



boundaries is included in Appendix A below - Sources Used for Political Boundaries – in 
the column titled “Other.” 
 

 
Indefinite and Disputed Boundaries-Areas 

  
Indefinite and Disputed Boundaries-Areas 

1. Russia and China (NE)  (2 sections along Amur River) 
2. North Korea and China (north of Samjiyon, NK) 
3. NE China (near Mongolia) and Russia 
4. China and Tajikistan 
5. Pakistan and India: Disputed in Kargil (Kashmir) 
6. India and China: many segments in dispute and indefinite along western region, 

major sections of land involved 
7. East India and China 
8. India and Bangladesh: disputed section east of Dakka 
9. Cambodia and Vietnam: disputed sections in southern region 
10. Iraq and Iran: southern region near Abadan 

Iraq and Kuwait 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia 

11. Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Sultanate of Oman, United Arab Emirates 
12. Djibouti and Ethiopia: boundary approximate 
13. Ethiopia and Somalia: western region boundary in dispute 
14. Zambia and Zaire: boundary indefinite in SE Zaire 
15. Namibia and Botswana: indefinite boundary in NW Botswana 
16. Mali and Burkina: disputed boundary 
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17. Senegal and The Gambia: NE section indefinite 
18. Jordan and Saudi Arabia, southern portion 
19 Panama and Columbia: boundary approximate 
20. Colombia and Venezuela: boundary approximate along northeastern section 
21. Venezuela and Guyana: boundary in dispute 
22. Guyana and Suriname 
23. French Guyana and Brazil: northern section indefinite 
24. Peru and Ecuador: boundary disputed near Gualaquiza 
25. Peru and Bolivia: northern section is approximate 
26. Bolivia and Brazil 
27. Bolivia and Paraguay: portions of boundary are approximate 
28. Argentina and Chile: northern boundary approximate 
29. Honduras and El Salvador: most of the boundary in dispute 

What do the Colors Mean? 

Each country is given a color code that will uniquely distinguish it from its neighbors.  
The color itself has no other particular significance.  Shadings within a country give a 
sense of the terrain relief.  On the sub-national map, sub-units are shaded to differentiate 
among them. 

Information Mode   

Information Mode enables access to Country Profiles.  A left click on the map will display 
the Country Profile window for the country located at the cursor position, using the 
default database. 
 



 
 

Sources and Acknowledgements 

Global Population 2001 (GP2001) is a product of the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Data used by the authors in this study also include data 
produced through funding from the Earth Observing System Pathfinder Program of 
NASA's Mission to Planet Earth in cooperation with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration.  The data were provided by the Earth Observing System 
Data and Information System (EOSDIS), Distributed Active Archive Center at Goddard 
Space Flight Center, which archives, manages and distributes this data set.  We 
acknowledge the ongoing effort of the UN Second Administrative Level Boundaries 
project described online at http://www3.who.int/whosis/gis/salb/salb_home.htm.  SALB is 
a definitive source of boundaries for many nations of the world. 
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